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1912 
Postgraduate Department  
of the Naval Academy
The Secretary of the Navy issued a new executive 
order in 1912 to expand the Navy’s fledgling 
advanced education program.  
!
The school hired its first civilian professor, Ralph 
Root, and established curricula in aeronautics, 
electrical engineering, radio engineering and 
ordnance engineering. 
!
Lieutenant Edward H. Loftin was among the early 
students in radio engineering. He subsequently 
earned patents for his inventions in aircraft radio 
and his radios played a central role in naval 
aviation during World War II.  
!
Right: Earliest photo of a “Naval Postgraduate School” class. 
Officially, the program was the Postgraduate Department of the 
Naval Academy. 
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